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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
U.  S.  D.  A.  1R  BOARD 


/  State  College,  New  Mexico 


February  26,  1944 

ft*  FARM  WAR  NEWS  /     NO.  79 


FARM  DEFERMENTS  ORDERED  REVI 


National  Selective  Service  officials  have  ordered  local  boards  to  review  cases  of 
approximately"  1,700,000  men  of  military  ages,  deferred  because  of '  agricultural 
activity.    Reconsideration  of  registrants  classified  as  II-C  and  III-C  will  be  in 
order  number  sequence. 

The  order  stated  that  hereafter  16  will  be  considered  the  minimum  number  of  war 

units  required  for  deferment  and  that  deferments  will  be  for  six-month  periods. 
While  setting  16  as  a  national  minimum,  Selective  Service  said  the  rule  is  not  in- 
flexible and  that  local  boards  may  consider  the  registrants'  health,  age,  and  other 
factors.    Local  boards  have  been  using  8  units  as  a  minimum  in  many  cases  when  cir- 
cumstances warranted.    In  view  of  farming  practices  in  some  areas,  Selective  Service 
also  authorized  State  directors  to  set  the  minimum  at  more  than  16  units. 

The  order  in  effect  abolished  Class  III-C  for  farmworkers  who  have  dependents. 
Registrants  in  this  class  will  have  their  cases  reconsidered  in  the  same  manner  as 
II-C  registrants,  and,  if  found  essential  because  of  agricultural  activity,  will  be  . 
placed  in  II-C.  - 

County  USDA  "War  Boards  may  request  deferment  of  individual  registrants  they  consider 
necessary,  and  may  appeal  from  local  board  decisions  if  not  granted. 

LUMBER  NEEDS  HFAVY;  FARMERS  URGED  TO  HELP 

The  U.S.  will  need  34  billion  board  feet  of  lumber  and  14  million  cords  of  pulpwood 
this  year,  according  to  latest  WPB  estimates.  • 

Nearly  half  of  the  total  amount  needed  is  for  bracing  and  crating  shipments  of  food 
and  war  materials.    As  much  as  15,000  board  feet  of  lumber  may  be  used  in  securing' 
and  protecting  the  cargo  of  a  single  Liberty  Ship.    The  crating  for  one  40-mm.  anti- 
aircraft gun  takes  1,040  board  feet  of  lumber. 

All  that  can  be  contributed  from  farm  woodlands  is  needed.    Last  year  total  lumber 
produced  amounted  to  4  billion  board  feet  less  than  requirements,  and  the ' shortage  \ 
was'  made  up  from  reserves  of  lumber  on  hand.    This  year  there  are  no  left-over 
stocks  according  to  WPB. 

MORE  TURKEYS  PLANNED 

Turkey  producers  plan  a  2  percent  increase  in  the  holiday  birds  over  1943  produc- 
tion— 33*767,000  turkeys,  just  one  percent  short  of  the  record  crop  o'f  1940.  How-" 
ever,  producers  in  the  thirteen  States  of  AAA. 's  Western  Region  plan  to -decrease 
turkey  numbers  2  percent  from  last  year,  latest  BAE  reports  indicate*    Present  in- 
dications are  that  the  national  goal  will  be'  exceeded  by  5  percent-  and  the  Western 
Region  goal  by  2  percent.    The  thirteen  Western :  Region  States  "produced*  11,912,000  of 
the  33,040,000  birds  produced  in  1943.  -  : 

FARM  LABOR  FIGURES.  ■ 


During  1944,  it  is  expected  that  approximately  52,000  Mexican  nationals  will  be  need- 
ed to  help  relieve  the  shortage  of  farm  labor  in  the  United  States.    Of  this  number, 
approximately  14,000  are  now  in, the  United  States,  and  are  working  chiefly  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona.    Those  .now  :at  work  came  here  in  1943  -  and  recently  renevjed  their 
contracts  for  the  1944  season,    Last  year,  approximately  52,000  Mexicans  were  re->-- 
cruited  for  work  in  14 .States. 


FARM  RADIO  SUPPLIES 

Production  schedules  of  radio  batteries  and  tubes  are  regarded  by  WPB  to  be  suf- 
ficient to  meet  farm  and  other  needs  during  1944..    If  the  industry  can  handle  it 
without  disrupting  military  production,  approximately  4,737,000  combination  ABC 
pack  farm  radio  batteries  will  be  produced' in  1944.    This  is  in  excess  of  194-3  pro- 
duction.   Tube  production  for  civilian  use  wi}.l  be  supplemented  by  military  rejects. 
YJPB  believes  supplies  will  be  ample  to  meet  necessary  replacement  needs. 

EAT  MORE  CABBAGE 

Cabbage  will  be  featured  as  a  Victory  Food  Selection  during  the 'period  February  24 
through  March  4. when  the  bulk  of  the  record  crop  will  be  marketed.    Production  in 
the  winter  crop  States  is  estimated  at  more  than  515,000  tons  (there  were  three  sup- 
plus  zeros  on  last  week's  figure  so  any  worry  about  4-2  tons  being  available  per 
capita  is  unnecessary)  .    The  supply  is  52  percent  more  than  the  previous  record  pro- 
duction of  1 94 2 :  when  97,000  tons  remained  unharvested.    Stepping  up  consumption  will 
help  eliminate-  any  possibility  of  food  waste  and  aid  in  making  maximum  use  of  avail- 
able supplies.  . 

IT  YiOULD  SEEM  T.'ISE 

"It  would  seem  wise  to  market  in  1944  more  cattle  than  in  recent  years,"  War  Food 
Administrator  Marvin  Jones  suggests. 

Our  "record  cattle  numbers  are  so  high  that  we  can  balance  them  with  our  feed  supply 
and  still  -have  considerably  more  cattle  left  than  before  the  war,  and  the  additional 
beef  that  this  adjustment  in  cattle  numbers  will  provide  is  urgently  needed,    A  new 
record  for  cattle  numbers  was  set  the  first  of  the  year  when  82,192,000  were  figured 
to  bo  on  the  Nation's  farms  and  ranges. 

Before  the  present  upward  trend  started,  our  record  supply  was  74,000,000  head  in 
1934  when  the  drouth  made  it  necessary  for  the  Government  to  come  to  the  rescue  and 
buy  cattle  to  keep  them  from  dying  on  the  range.    "Unlike  1934  when  there  was  not 
sufficient    national  income  in  the  hands' of  the  folks  to  absorb  the  beef  even  at 
$6.76  per  hundred  for  steers,  which  was  the  price  that  then  prevailed  in  Chicago, 
we' now  need  all  the  beef  we  can  get  for  our  armed  forces  and  to  help  meet  our  record 
civilian  demand,"  Administrator  Jones  .'points  out. 

"Past  experience  should  be  a  warning  of  the  danger  of  over-stocking  the  range," 
Jones  urges.    "No  one  knows  how  long  our"  luck  on  weather  arid  range  conditions  will 
last.    Cattlemens1  associations  and  individual  ranchers  agree  on  the  need  for  some- 
what more  conservative  stocking  of  the  range'-  country  to  play  safe,  and  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  our  strictly  beef  cattle  come  from  the  17  western  States." 

AAA  ASSI STANCE- AP-PR^DIAT% 

The  Chief  of  0PA*s  Gasoline  Rationing  Division  has  called  attention  to  the  valuable 
assistance  of  AAA.  county  and  community  committeemen  in  helping  farmers,  reduce  gaso- 
line consumption.    "The  personal  contacts  of  these  men  a nd  their  knowledge  of  in- 
dividual cases  has  resulted  in  a  fair  distribution  of. gasoline .to  farmers  in  most 
case  s ,    riG  said.    "The  0PA  does  not  want  to  prevent  the  farmer  from  getting  the 
gasoline  he  needs  for  essential  uses,  but  it  does  not  want  him  to  have  more  than  he 
needs. ...  .0PA  does  not  set  the  amount  of  gasoline  available— our  job  is  to  distri- 
bute the  amount  according  to  essential  requirements." 

DID  YOU  KNOf;  THkT 

The  cash  income  from  beef  animals  last  year  in  the  U.S.  was  more  than  from  all  of 
our  ^cotton  and  wheat  combined,  and  it  is  usually  more  than  the  cash  income  from  our 
hogs...  During  the  last  three  years  we  produced  more  b^ef  and  veal-  than  in  any  other 


-  3  - 

three  years  in  our  history.    Top  previous  production  was       billion  pounds  in  1918 
and  each  year  for  the  last  three  it  averaged  nearly  92  billion  pounds,  even  more 
this  year....  The  U.S.  exported  in  1918  about  a  billion  pounds  of  beef — four  or 
five  times  what  we  exported  under  lend-lease  last  year.    Prices  for  beef  and  grain 
soared  and  in  August  1919  the  monthly  average  steer  price  at  Chicago  was  $16.45;  in 
September  a  year  later  it  was  $15.05,  seven  months  later  it  was  $8.15;  and  by 
December  it  was  $7.00. 

/  PLENTY  OF  BIDS 

More  than  a  million  bales  of  cotton  were  offered  by  bidders  to  the  Office  of  Distri- 
bution in  its  purch3.se  of  332,253  bales  of  raw  cotton  on  the  open  market  which, 
added  to  amounts  it  has  or  will  buy  from  the  CCC,  is  expected  to  take  care  of  re- 
quirements of  U.S.  allies  through  the  fall  of  this  year. 

MORE  PRODUCTION  PER  COY/  NEEDED 

All  the  milk  that  can  be  produced  in  1944  is  needed.    Producers  are  urged  to  make 
every  effort  to  step  up  production  per  cow  in  1944 •    Milk  production  in  1943  dropped 
below  the  1942  record  by  about  one  percent  due  to  smaller  production  per  cow  — 
4,604  pounds  in  1943  against  4,738  in  1942.    The  average  number  of  milk  cows  on 
farms  during  the  year  showed  a  gain  of  nearly  2  percent. 
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